USA FOR JESUS 

Hello saints. My name is Austin Ball and I've been helping with the training program for the last few months and not so long ago went through the training program myself. 

On June 8, all the current trainees and I went on a trip to Ardmore, Oklahoma to help Jim Lucas with the tent ministry. We returned Wed., June 22. Ardmore was chosen because of Ronnie Qualls who is a long time friend of the Burwell family, the Burwells being part of the USA for Jesus team. Ronnie is involved with a little fellowship in Sulphur, Oklahoma and he has had it on his heart for some time to do some ministry in Ardmore. Our group coming there was an excellent opportunity to start some Bible studies in Ardmore. The Lord really blessed our time there. 

The tent was set up on a vacant lot, an excellent location on a corner right in the middle of town. By the time we left, almost everyone in town had seen the tent and was wondering what we were all about. We went evangelizing twice everyday, and some times we had up to 16 people at one time going out door to door during the day. Everyday we had several good contacts, and everyone had at least one good conversation each day. Personally I can recall about 15 good conversations where the gospel was preached clearly. If you have ever been door to door in America, you'll know how hard it is to have those kinds of conversations. 

The Lord really prepared the way for us. Jack Burwell met a lady who had been praying that God would send someone to speak to her and she recognized that we were an answer to that prayer. Jim Lucas met a 90-year old man who had a very nice garden with a row of very beautiful 5-foot tall tomato plants, but none of them had tomatoes on them. Jim was able to show this man that his life was like those tomato plants; he looked very good on the outside, was a nice guy with no blatant sin in his life, but he wasn't bearing any fruit!  It was a very simple but powerful illustration that the Lord had prepared. There was also a lady who accepted Jesus right on her doorstep! (We accidentally went to her house twice. She had been thinking so much about what the first group had shared with her that by the time the second group came to her door she was ready to repent and believe the gospel!)


Not many people came to the actual tent meetings in the evenings, about two or three every night, but I am beginning to see that the actual tent meetings are only a small part of what we're doing in this ministry. Our main goal is that Jesus be manifested to everyone we meet. This country has plenty of preachers and plenty of church buildings, but in the midst of all of that Christian activity, how much of it is really manifesting Christ?  Jesus said in John 17:4 "I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do." (John 17:4) Our main job on this earth is actually very simple, to glorify Him; not only in our words, but in our actions as well. People have heard plenty of words about Christ, now they need to see it actually being lived out. That's what we want people to see through this ministry. 


By the end of the ten days we had covered a large part of Ardmore. Ronnie was left with a big list of call-backs and he hopes to get a Bible study started there soon. Please pray for the thousands of tracts that were handed out and all the people that we spoke to. Thanks to all of you who fasted and prayed with us. 


In Christ,

Austin Ball 

